
Councilman Gilbert moved that Mr .• Baker's reQuest to meet 
with the Council be granted, and that a date and time be set, and 
that Clerk Bartlett be instructed to notify Mr. Baker of time and 
date decided upon. Councilman Jackson second.ed the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Carpenter, speaking on behalf of the manufacturers, stated 
that the new business license ordinance as proposed has been studied 
carefully by the manufacturers. 

Councilman Gilbert moved all bills properly auiited. be paid. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIlEEN: None. ABSENT: COtJNCILMEN: 
Sherfey. 

At 9:55 p.m., upon motion of Councilman Gilbert, seconded by 
Councilman Jackson, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A amULAR MEmING 
07 THE CITY COUNCIL 07 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

'!orranoe, californ1a 
October 8, 1946 

the City Councilor the C1ty of Torranoe convenad in a 
Regular Keeting in the Council Chamber, C1ty Hall, Torrance, 
california, on TUesday, October 8, 1946 at 7:45 P.II. 

Kayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answer1ng present be1ng 
Counc1lmen: .rackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. Absent: Coun­
oilmen: G11bert. 

All tho.e present 1n the Counc11 Chamber saluted the 71ag. 

Clerk :Bartlett addressed the assemblage and asked. if there 
were any b1lis in cOlUl.ection with the sale of $150,000 IIWl~cipal 
water D1strict #1 Bends, to which there was no responaa. 

This be1ngthe t1me and place fixed for the opening of b1ds 
for the $150,000 bonds of Municipal Water District NO •. l of the 
City of Torrance, California, the following bid.reoeiTed pur­
suant to the notiee of aale was publicly opened, examined and 
read: 

The Bank of £merica, National Trust and Savings Association, 
San Francisco, California bid par, acorued interest to date of 
delivery and a premium of t281.00 for bonds bearing interest 
at the rate of ~ per annum, payable s~m1-annual!-¥ }>n bonds 
numbered 1 to 125 inclusive, and at tll.e rate of ~ per annWll, 
paya ble semi-annually. on boms num'Dal"ed 126 to _ 1.50 incl u~i ve. 

Atter considering the bid and discussing same with the City 
Treasurer and the C;i ty At torne y, it was moved by Counoilman 
Tolson, seconded by Councilman Powell, that RESOLUTION NO. 1.800 
ENTITLED -RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOBRANCll 

epose



--~. , 

.dABDIl!IG BONDS OF MUNIcrIPALUTlIR DISTRICT NO. I 01' SAID CITY 
TO 'fHS. BlES'r BIDDER- be adopted. Upon the tollow1ng vote: ADS: 
COUNCI:uaN: Jackson, Powell, 'folson and Sherfey. NOES: 00'01[­
CIL1IIDi: lIone. Jl!SEN'f: COUNcr:o:.wm: Gil bert, said BESOLU'fION 
NO. 1800 was declared. adopted. 

Mayor S1Ierrey mov.d that \he Je:ttrte. Banknote COlIlpany'be 
authorized to handle all printing in conneetion with the Bonds 
ror Municipal Water Distriot Ho. 1. Counoilman Jackson .eeondad 
the motion which was oarrled by the tollowing roll call vote: 
AYltS: COUlfCIIJIEN: Jackson, Powell, 'folson and Sherfey. NO~: 
COUNCIUI.EII: None. .QlSlWT: COUNCIlRKli: Gilbert. 

.Kayor $barrey announoed that the Publio Hearing in connee­
tion with the propoaed vaoating ot an alley in Lot F, Tract 7506 
(Walteria) is to De held at this time tor the purpose ot hearing 
p2l'0testa • 

. 'fhere· balng no protasta, Clerk BarUett presented and read 
title to:. 

BKSOLUTION NO. 1801 

• BISOLUTION OF TH& CITY COUNCIL ar 
THE. CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE. 
VACATION OF 'rHK ALLEY IN LOT F, 
'fBAaT 7506, COUNTY OJ!' LOS ANG~. 

Uounoilman Tolson moved that further reac\1ng ot Resolution 
No. lSOl be dispensed. wi tAo Councilman Jackson seoolilded the 
motion, which was carriad unanimously. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that Resolution No. ~801 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded "the motion, whiah _s carried by 
the following roll oall vote: 4DS: CO-qNCILMEN: Jaokson, 
Powell, 'folson and Sherrey. BOSS: COUNCIIJlllN: Bone. 
ABSDT: COUHCIUID: Gilbert. 

Mayor Sher:tey mOTed 'that the minutes ot a Regu1ar Meeting 
held Tuesday. September 2.4, 19~6 be approved and; accep\ed as 
written. COunoilman Jllckson second~d the motion, whiob wa. 
carried unanimously. 

mITTEN COWUNICATIOliS 

A communloation was read trom Arthur Taylor or T.aylor and 
Taylor, ~ine8rs, 725- South Spring Street, Los 4Dgeles, 8ub­
mi tting their recommendation tor the use ot prouc'ive U"apped 
ste.l p1pe tor instal11ng the water system at Jlunio.ipal Water 
District lTo. 1 in Walteria. He advised that this type of pipe 
could be had and in place by the Spring ot 1947, and at 15 per­
cent less cost than caat lron or transite pipe. 

Some discussion follwed, atter which the suggestion waa 
made that the matt.er be referred to Mr. Stanger, Water Supe:r1n­
tendent. tor further consideration. 

Councilman Tolson moved.. that the matter of drawing up rat.es 
for wage scales in oonnecUon wi th insta'}1ing the n.w water system 
be referred to City Engineer Jai~. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A cOIDDDUlication was Had trom James Van Dyok, Director ot 
Boy's Club Bands, asking permiSSion to use the Chic Auditorium 
Qn Wednesday of Hch week between :5:4:5 and 5:00 P.M. tor band 
pracUee,as their bands have grown to such proportion t.hat they 
will require more time than already granted on Thursday atter­
noons and evenings. He .also stated that he had di.scussed this 
matter with the crhief Custodian, who agreed that this extra re­
hearsal would in no way .in'terf'ere with the activities that occur 
there in the evening. This was oontirmedby Mr. Brodie, Chiet 
Custodian, who was present in the assemblage. 
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CGunc1lmanTolson moved that the entire City Council stud,. 
the matter and arrange a schedule to provide for this extra re­
hearsal. COunoilman Powell seconded the motion, 1Ibich was oarried 
unanimously. 

~ Peti~1on signed by 50 People residing on Plaza Del Amo 
Street, Torrance, was read, protesting against the Miniature 
~uto Oval on the grounds that 1 t 1s too noisy and a public 
nuisance. The Pet1tion stated, also, that, because of day sleepers, 
various 111nesses and a Po110 patient arriving home soon in the 
neighborhood, immediate action should be taken by the C1ty Counoil 
to remove this public nuisanae. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
ask Mr. William ~. Finch, Chairman of the Miniature Auto Club, to 
meet w1th the City Council next Tuesday evening, October 15, 1946, 
1n order to make some dec1s10n on the matter. Mayor Sherte,y 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILIIE'.N: .Tackson, Powell, Tolson and smrtey. 
NOES: COUNCII.'Mm: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert. 

A communication was read from Bessie Sloneoker, Secretary 
of the lalter1a Civio Organization, thanking the City Council for 
resurfac1ng the approach to the building which is being used as 
a temporary Post Of rice site for Walteria. 

A oommunicat1on was read from Chief ot Polioe, John H. Stroh, 
advising that, in a oity the size of Torrance, one merchant's 
patrol is sufficient. He stated that he had talked with several 
of the businessmen and that they are satsified with the protec­
t10n they are reoe1ving from the Police Department, and he 
recommended that only one merchant's patrol be ma1nta1ned in 
the C1ty of Torrance. 

Counc1lman Powell moved that the recommendat10n ot the Chief 
of Police be concurred in. Councilman Tolson seconded the motion, 
wh1ch was carr1ed unan~ously. 

~ communication was read from Fred Blake, City Park Super-
1ntendent, request1ng that two new classifications be ~8tablished 
for the Park Department, as follows: (1) -Senior Park Mainten­
anoe Man·, at a salary of t225.00 per month. (2) -Nurseryman-, 
at a salary of $225.00 per month; and that theCivll service ' 
Board be requested to oall for eum1nations for these olassifi­
oations at the earliest poss1ble date. He also requested the 
temporary app01ntment of Thomas McNeil to the classifioation of 
·Senior Park Maintenance Man- pending a o1vil service examin­
ation for that pOSition, at, a salary of t225.00 per month, 
effective October I, 1946; and the temporary appOintment of 
John K1ng to the classification of -Nurseryman- pendin~ a civil 
service examination for that posit1on, at a salary of ,225.00 
per month, effective Ootober 1, 1946. He also stated that the 
foregoing classifications and app01ntments are requested to 

conform. w1th the recent deCision of the Civil Service Board 
that no employee should receive a higher salary than established 
for the classificat10n held by him. He e~lained that at the 
present t1me both John King and Thomas McNeil are classit1ed 
as -Park Maintenance Manit but have been receiving t~O.OO more 
than the established rate of $205.00 for this olassification, 
due to the fact that ' they are do1ng a specialized type of work 
which requires greater ab11ity than the ordinary -Park Ma1nten­
ance lIan-. 

Counc1lman Tolson moved that the request of the Park Super­
intendent be concurred in. Councilman Powell seconded the mot10n, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: OOUN­
CILMEN: Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: Gilbert. 

A commun1oat1on was read from Glenn M. Jain, secretary of 
the Planning Oommission advising that further ' study of the 
-~uonset Hut- problem 'may be carried on between the Planning 
CommiSSion, the City Engineer and the City Counoil on Monday 
evening, October 14, 1946, at 8:00 o'olock, if the Council so 
desires. 



A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, Secretary of 
the Planning Commission stating that at a Regular Meeting of 
the Commission held-October 1, 1946, Petition for Variance ot 
Claude W. Bell, Case No. ~6, to permit the operation of an 
Automobile and Radiator Service and Sales Room in the existing 
building, at 1860.est l66th street, loeated on the west 1&4 
ft. of the east 326 ft. of the north 250 ft. of Lot 64, McDonald 
Tract, was considered. After considering all the evidence pre­
sented, the Planning Commission grante.d the Variance based upon 
the applicant's statement that there would be no torn-down 
automobiles on the property and that the work 'WOuld all be 
carried on within the existing building. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Council concur in the 
Planning Commission's aetion. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion, which was carri ed unanimously. 

A communication was received from Glenn M. Jain, secretary 
of the Planning Commission stating that at a Regular Meeting of 
the Commission held Ootober 1, 1946, Petition tor Variance of 
A. William Finch, case No. 57, to permit the operation of a 
specialized automobile motor repair and tune-up servioe in the 
building at the rear of the service station at 2121 Carson street, 
located on Lot 9, Block 24, Torrance Tract, at the northeast 
corner of Carson Street and Manuel Avenue was considered. After 
considering all written and verbal protests, and the fact that 
this property is now located in a zone which prohibits such use, 
the Commission denied the Variance. 

Councilman Powell moved that the action of the Planning 
Commission be concurred in. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
mot ion which was oBrl'ied unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from Glenn M. Jain, secretary of 
the Planning Commission advising that at a Regular Meeting of 
the Commission held Ootober 1, 1946, Petition f'o·r Varianoe of 
Jack Oreskovich, Case No. 55, requesting permiSSion to construct 
and operate a service station at 2743 West 190th Street, at the 
southwest corner of Lot 30, McDonald Traot, was considered. The 
Commission approved the Varianoe subjeot to a fifty foot (50') 
building setbaok requirement from the center-line of 190th street. 

Councilman Tolson moved that this aotion be concurred in. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was oarned unani­
mously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, Secretary of 
the Planning Commission reporting that at a Regular Meeting of 
the Commission held Ootoberl, 1946, the Tentative Map of Tract 
No. 14284, submitted by Harold A. Barnett, Civil Engineer for 
Mrs. G. Hammock, was considered, the Traot consisting of 22 
residential lots located on both sides of 203rd Street, west of 
Western .J.venue. The Commission approved this Tentative Map of 
Tract No. 14284, subject to several conditions which were listed 
in the communication. It was further recommended that sidewalks 
should not be required at the present time, and that the grading 
and paving, between the required thirty-four foot pavement and 
the curb, be performed by, and at the cost of the City. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the City Council connur in 
the action of the Planning Commission. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title· to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING A CONTRAaI' BETWEEN THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND-THE BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION, 
CALIFORNIA. STATE EMPLOYEES' RETIRE­
MENT SYSTEM, PROVIDING FOR THE PARTI­
CIPATION OF- SAID PUBLIC AGENCY IN SAID 
STATE EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM, 
MAKING ITS EMPLOYEES MEMBERS OF SAID 
SYSTEM. 



Councilman Powell brought out the fact that, if the fore­
going Ordinanoe was passed, a taxation of the people would be 
inevital;lle, in order to cover the added expense. After a short 
discussion, Mayor Sheti"ey moved that this Ordinance be helo. up 
for fUrther consideration of the Council. Counoilm.an Powell 
seoonded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and. read title 1>0: 

ORDINANCE NO. 578 

AN ORDmANCE RELATINc; TO TRAFFIC AND REGU­
LATING THE USE OF PUBLIC STREETS .&ND HIGH­
WAYS OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE; PROVIDING 
FOR THE IN SULUTI ON , REGULATION AND CON­
TROL OF THE USE OF PARKING METERS AND P ARK­
ING METER ZONES; Dl!7INING PARKING METER 
ZONES; AUTHORIZING A METHOD OF PAYMENT FOB 
PARKING METERS AND THE INSTALLATION THERE­
OF laCLUSIVELY FROM THE BECEIl>TS OBTAINED 
FROM THEIR OPERATION; PROYIDING FOR EN­
FORCEMENT AND PENALTY FOR VIOLATION THERE­
OF; AND PROVIDING THAT INVALIDITY OF PART 
SHALL NOT AFFECT THE VALIDITY OF REMAINllER. 

Councilm.an Powell moved. that further ree.;ding of Ordinance 
No. 578 be dispensed with. CounQilm.an Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Powell moved t4at Ordinance No. 578 be adopted 
tor first reading. Councilman Jaokson seconded the motion 
whioh was carried 'by the .following roll oall vote: Ana: COUN­
CILMEN: Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN:: . Gilbert. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
IMPOSING A LICENSE TAX FOB THE PRIVILEGE 
OF SELLING TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY AT 
RETAIL, PROVIDING FOR PEBMITS TO RETAILERS 
PROV.IDING 10B THE COLLECTING AND PAYING OF 
SUCH TAX, AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATIONS O~ THE PROVISIONS HEREOF. 

Mayor Sherfey suggested that, since the new propo8e~ lic~ns~ 
ordinance is to be discussed at the Public Hearing Wednesday 
evening, October 9, 1946, this sales tax ordinanoe be , brought 
up at the Hearing also, and the decision of adopting said o~di­
nance be withheld until a later date. 

Councilm.an Powell reported that he had received a me~sage 
trom Chief of. Police, John H. Stroh, inquiring as to how to dis­
pose of two police car radios. 

Councilm.an Powell moved tnat Mr. Stroh be authorized to 
sell these radios and turn -;he money over to the City for the 
General Fund. Councilman Jackson seoonded the motion, whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation be made to 
cover the purohase of 500 feet 2i" tire hose at $1.20 per toot, 
plus tax, tor Fire Department. Councilman Jackson seconded 
the motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Jackson, Powell, '!olson and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation be made to 
Clover expenses of Chief of Polioe, John H. Stroh, at the Peaee 
Officers Annual Convention October 21, 22 and 23, 1946, at 



San Diego. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCII..Mm: Gilbert. 

At this pOint, Councilman Powell reported the fact that Chiet 
of Police. Stroh had informed him that the boulevard sign on the 
corner of Andreo Avenue and Carson Street was broken pra.ctioally 
out of the cement sidwalk. Chief Stroh, who was present in , the 
assembla~e, addressed the Council, adVising that this matter 
would be attended to by the Southern California Automobile Club., 

COuncilman Jackson moved that the amount of $25.00 per c.ord 
be established by the City Council as the selling price tor fire 
wood sold by the CIty to anyone liviql; within the eity l1m1ts, 
and an additional amount of t1.00 per mile, or any portion there­
ot, shoul.d De added for any wood sold outside the City 11mi ta. 
Councilman Tolson seconded ,the motion, which was carried unani­
mously. 

CounCilman Tolson moved that an appropriation 'be made to 
provide for an increase in salary for Henry Kressin, Bus Operator, 
tram $220.00 to '~5.00 per month, etfective Ootober 16, 1946. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried .by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Jackson, Powell, 
Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: Gilben. 

Mayor Sherfey ~ed that an appropriation of $51.00 be made 
for the printing of the proposed license ordinanoe. COuncilman 
Tolson seconded the motion whioh was carried by the following 
roll oall vote: A.YES: COUNCIIMEN: Iackson, Powell, Tolson and 
Sher:fey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABS!:NT: COUNCIIMEN: Gllbert. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that ~e City Counoil engage the services 
of Mr. Logan cotton for auditing the receipts and disbursements 
made by the Ci ty ~m behalf of TOrrance Area Projects. Counc1lman 
Tolson seconded' the motion which was carded by the follo"ing 
roll call vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Jackson, Powell, Tolson 
and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. . ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Gilbert. 

llayorSherfey maTed that the City Counoil authorize the 
Water Superintendent to attend the American Water Works Associ­
ation Convention at San Francisco, October 22 to 24, inclusive, 
expenses paid. Councilman Tolson seconded the motion 1fhich was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: . 
Jackson, Powell, 'folson and Shertey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert. 

Mayor Sherfey asked EDg1neer Jain if the prop&8&l of P. I. 
Hadden, presented at September 10, 1946 Meeting, for weed abate­
ment had been .acted upon, to which Engineer Jain replied that 
more studF will be required. 

Mayor Sheney inquired of Engineer Jain whether or not work 
1fill begin upon the repairing of 203rd Street before the rainy 
season begins, to which Engineer Jain replied that it probably would 
not as there are too many other street contracts ahead of this one. 

A.t this polnt, Mrs. Fladung :trom the Pueblo Ilistrict a:ddressed 
the Council to st~"e that she had received oral and. vi tten CODl­
plaints about the poor condition of 203rd Street that were over­
whelming; that in rainy weather the street was dangerous and al­
most impossible to travel. She commented, also, that an improve­
ment in the condit10n of the street would be an incentive for 
the people l1ving there to improve their homes to a great extent. 

Eng1neer Jain advised that he would submit an answer to this 
problem at the next Council Meeting, and that the City could probably 
repair that portion of the street that has been built-up around the 
:residential section (about 3/5ths of a mile) for about taOO.OO. 



ORAL COMWJNICATIONS 

-Mrs. Baail Brady, 1880 Plaza Del Amo, Torrance, addressed 
the Counoil, protesting the presence in that residential district. 
ot the Mlniature Auto Oval, to which Mayor Sherfey replied that 
action would be taken on the problem wlth Mr. William :linch at 
the adjourned Counoll Meetlng to be held October 15, 1946. 

Mr. Baail Brady, 1880 Plaza Del Amo, .Torranoe, addressed the 
Counoil requesting that the Chairman of the Miniature Auto Oval, 
Mr • . W1lliam Flnch, be notified by the City Clerk at the homecoming 
ot a Polio case ln the neighborhood of Mr. Brady, ln order that 
consideration might be given during the perlod of perfect quiet 
required for such cases. 

l4r. George Thatcher of blteria .e:zpressed his appreciation 
to the City Council tor the eftiCient way the Municipal Water 
Dlstrict lil in Walteria is being handled. He stated that the 
majority of the people ln that vicinity are in tavor of starting 
work on the earliest possible date. He said that, ill his op1n1on, 
the steel pipe, coated inside and out, woul..d be the best possible 
choice tor use in laying the system, and that this type of pipe 
would give a good 30 years ot life at 15% less .cost than any 
other type. 

He also brought in the matter of the sewage problem, advls­
ing that they were al~ ln tavor of the Council going ahead with 
propose~ plans, as soon as it was decided where the lines should 
run in the alleys. 

In the matter ot street numbering, Mayor Sherfey answered 
Mr. Thatoher's question by stating that no definite action has 
been taken, and that the Council is hClllding it for further study. 

Mr. Arthur Taylor of the Engineering Flrm of Taylor and. 
Taylor, Los Angeles, addressed the Clty Council 1n the matter 
at a claim that had been brought to his attention through a 
letter fram Mr. Sather of Walteria. lIr. Sather, in hls letter, 
stated that he had put in a 500' line at 2 inch water pipe, to 
connect with the main line, a year ago, that he did the work 
himself, and furnished his own pipe. He therefore telt he should 
be reimbursed a sum of .250.00. 

A discussion tollowed during whhh Mr. MoCall, City Attorney 
suggested that Kr. sather be advised to bring his olaim. before 
the Clty Counoil and let them decide whether or not to settle 
with him. 

Councilman Tolson move~ that all bills properly audited 
be pald. Counoilman Jaoksonseconded the motion whloh was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AIRS: CO~CILMEN: 
Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Shert'ey. NOE'S: COUNCILMDl: None:. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIJlEN: Gilbert. 

At 9:00 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Powell, seconded 
by Councllman Tolson, the meeting adjourned .to Tuesday, October 
15, 1946 at 7:45 PJM. 


